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with ritual occur merely as part of a general condition of
inventiveness, but the evidence suggests that this is not so;
inventions, as a general rule, are made only by persons of
education and leisure., and in most ages these could only be
priests. Further than that, in most ages and countries ritual
is the chief interest of the people as a whole; in the religious
festivals are combined their chief sources of pleasure and
excitement in the present with all their hopes for prosperity
in the future. The wish to embellish the ritual is the chief
stimulus to invention.
In fact, however, there was, apart from some improvements
in art and architecture, very little invention in Europe before
the fifteenth century. In 1400 Europe knew little that had
not been known in Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and Rome.
But in the fifteenth century four very important events
occurred almost simultaneously: the taking of Constantinople
by the Turks and the consequent flooding of Western
Europe with classical knowledge; the discovery of the New
World, a world unknown to the Scriptures and the ancient
sages; the development of block-printing, introduced from
China; and the rise of Protestantism. The effect of the first
three was to increase literacy and to stimulate curiosity and
inventiveness; the effect of the last was to bring about the
Reformation and the Counter-Reformation. Both of these
claimed the Scriptures and the primitive Church as their
sole guides, and thereby made all invention impious.
In earlier times there had, of course, been philosophers
who were opposed to the theological beliefs of their day.
In the sixteenth century, however, for the first time in the
world's history, practical philosophy, that is science, found
itself in opposition to religion. Many men had held impious
beliefs, but the telescope was the first impious invention;
it enabled people to see things which ought not to have been
there. The first impious discovery had previously been made
by Vesalius, who found within the human body organs which

